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WHY THIS REVIEW

CEDIL setup to identify and address important gaps in evidence synthesis 
to inform more effective policy 

 The Centre has developed a middle-level theories approach to explain 
how programmes work in a plurality of contexts and how interventions 
can be designed and adapted to novel contexts.

 Identified evidence gap on economic interventions providing economic 
opportunities to populations affected by humanitarian crisis.

• Focus on transition from relief to sustainable development. 
• Programmes with potential of restoring economic independence, dignity, 

and self-reliance



RATIONALE

Humanitarian settings 
natural disasters (broadly classified as biologic, climate-related, or geophysical) and 
political unrest and armed conflicts. 

In these settings, new economic opportunities  restore livelihoods and facilitate 
creation of new integrated communities

Programs must be designed effectively to meet specific needs of target populations

Populations require developing new skills, training and economic opportunities leading 
to self-reliance and develop new livelihoods to rebuild lives in the aftermath of the crisis



MID-LEVEL THEORY APPROACH TO CAUSAL PROCESS

This review cuts across different humanitarian settings and populations

MLT (causal process Theory of Change) appropriate framework to identify 
causal pathways to impact which are transferable across different 
humanitarian settings and draw from the existing evidence

Important for understanding how interventions generate sustainable 
impacts. 



MLT: A CAUSAL PROCESS THEORY OF CHANGE



ASSUMPTIONS 



ASSUMPTIONS 



OUTCOME CATEGORIES              STUDY DESIGNS

• Process evaluations and 
qualitative studies 

• Effectiveness evaluations
(RCT and QE)

• Mixed methods studies
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VERY PRELIMINARY FINDINGS

Overall effect size of economic interventions on economic 
outcomes positive and significant

 Studies with livelihood programs have largest positive 
effects  

 The overall effect size social outcomes is small  (not 
statistically significant)



MODERATOR ANALYSIS (PRELIMINARY)



SUMMARY

 First Mixed method SR on econ intervention in humanitarian 
settings

 Novelty of combining causal pathways for common needs 
across populations in   different humanitarian situations

 Very limited/no literature on impact on host population 
(CEDIL funded SHARPE exception)

 Where do we go from here?
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