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DEFINING COUNTRY EVALUATION MAPS

• EGM is “a systematic visual presentation of the availability of relevant evidence of 

effects for a particular policy domain. 

• Evidence maps summarize what evidence there is, not what the evidence says”

• The scope of a country evaluation map includes all policy domains that affect the 

welfare of the people of the country, and include all types of evaluations



BACKGROUND

• There are at least 500 evaluations of development interventions in Uganda since 2000

• As the number of evaluation grows, there is scope for learning from the body of evidence 

contained in a group of studies on a particular issue

• It is widely accepted that rigorous evidence synthesis is a superior approach vis-à-vis 

informing decisions based on one study



MAIN OBJECTIVE

• This map sought to make recent development evaluations from Uganda visible 

and available in a single repository, 

• and Identify potential gaps in knowledge and opportunities for synthesizing 

existing evidence for the use of policymakers in Uganda



EVALUATION MAP FRAMEWORK 

• Initial framework constructed through 

consultation of strategy and policy 

documents

• Consultation with the Office of the 

Prime Minister (OPM) of Uganda on 

proposed framework

• Piloting framework with 10-20 

included studies. 

• The framework was finalized once 

the first 20 studies were coded. 



SUMMARY OF PICOS

• Population - Ugandan citizens or people resident in Uganda (including refugees)

• Intervention - all development interventions

• Comparison - Not applicable

• Outcome - All outcomes (as captured by SDGs), including intermediary outcomes. 

• Studies- must be an evaluation of a socio-economic development intervention



SCREENING AND SELECTION OF STUDIES

• Screening and coding tools were developed based on the framework and piloted on a set of 

studies from across sources

• Staff from Makerere and OPM received training in screening and coding to carry out the bulk 

of the work

• Screening was conducted either in the databases themselves, in an Excel download of the 

search results or using EPPI reviewer

• All screening and coding was done by two researchers independently with third party 

reconciliation



DATA EXTRACTION, CODING AND MANAGEMENT

• The studies were coded to extract bibliographic Information, and the interventions, 

outcomes and filters

• Data extraction was done in duplicate with third party reconciliation

• The units of analysis for the map were the individual studies where each entry 

represented a combination of an SDG and a type of evaluation

• Critical appraisal has not been undertaken at this stage, but is considered for future 

editions of the map should funding become available



AGGREGATE MAP (NUMBER OF STUDIES)



DISAGGREGATED ANALYSIS BY SECTOR 

Economic development evaluation by sector

Macroeconomic policy



DISAGGREGATED ANALYSIS BY SECTOR 

Social transformation Governance 



FURTHER ANALYSES

Type of evaluation Nationality of authors 



UGANDA COUNTRY EVIDENCE AND GAP MAP

https://chs.mak.ac.ug/afcen/map/

https://chs.mak.ac.ug/afcen/map/


CONCLUSION

• The Uganda country evaluation map puts in the public domain 621 evaluations 

published in 2000 or later of development interventions in Uganda

• The map has been co-produced with both OPM and researchers at the Africa 

Centre for Systematic Reviews and Knowledge Translation

• The most important finding of the map is that there are many opportunities to 

synthesize national studies to learn sector-specific lessons

• This map provides a starting point for such research being undertaken to inform 

policy and programme design
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