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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/cl2.1125



CAMPBELL GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF EGMS

1. Guide users to available relevant evidence to inform intervention and design 
and implementation

2. Identify existing high-quality reviews as a basis for evidence summaries for 
policy purposes or to populate evidence portals

3. Tell implementing agencies where there is no relevant evidence for their 
intervention

4. Identify research gaps for new primary research and new synthesis



We get evidence into use by making evidence-

based decision-making products (the top three 

layers of the pyramid)

But the top won’t stay up without a solid base.

Evidence maps survey the base of the pyramid in 

order to determine how strong is the foundations 

for producing top-level evidence products

So EGMs not usually an end in themselves but a 

step toward further work…

…. I will give some examples (not all from 

development)

USE OF EGMS: A STRATEGIC APPROACH



The CEDIL-3ie Map of Maps and its children

Map of maps Maps

Access to justice

Transport

Reviews

Education

Livelihoods

Social inclusion

Empowerment

Evidence 

Portal



CENTRE FOR HOMELESSNESS IMPACT

Followed by:

Campbell Reviews by QUB

Accommodation-based interventions

Discharge

Access to health services

Short run: 

Summaries 

from studies 

in the map

The reviews are based on 

studies in the map… no 

search needed and 

partially coded



YOUTH ENDOWMENT FUND

Short to Medium term: 

Technical reports based 

on systematic reviews for 

third level of evidence 

portal

Short run: 

Summaries from 

systematic reviews in the 

map

Medium to Longer Term

Updated and new reviews based 

on studies in the map

(integrated mixed methods 

reviews including cost data)



Oriented to helping provide content for the toolkit (evidence portal)

A BIT ON EVIDENCE SUMMARIES

The summaries are being 

used internally by YEF to 

decide what approaches to 

include in the toolkit (and 

so what to ask us to do 

technical reports on), and 

what new reviews to 

commission



But in this map on child 

protection for children in care 

we have built the evidence 

summaries into the map

When you click on a cell in 

this map, the top entry is a 

cell-wise evidence 

summary



And when you scroll down….

There is a link to the full evidence 

summary



Evidence and gap maps have shown themselves to 
have a central role in building the evidence 
architecture…

… they are a key piece of the armoury for the 
evidence revolution

… Campbell working with other agencies who have 
bought into the strategic approach to using EGMs 
(e.g. Lloyds Foundation and WHO)
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Thank you. Now let’s hear about some different 
types of map…
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